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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 4-10, filed November 25, 2008, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-4, 6-8 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(e) have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new grounds of rejection is made in view of 
Katcheret al., U.S. Patent No. 7,120,924 B1 (hereinafter Katcher). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Katcher. 

Regarding claim 1: Katcher discloses a method and system for delivering 
interactive advertising content which comprises (see [abstract], [col. 4, II. 14-48]): 
receiving a selection signal indicating that a user has selected an item displayed 
on a television screen wherein the item has associated interactive advertising 
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content; responsive to receiving the selection signal, identifying the selected 
item; (see [fig. 1], [col. 14, II. 22-32], [cols. 17-18, II. 64-11] for selecting); and 
displaying the associated interactive advertising content (see [col. 18, II. 12-55] 
for displaying advertising content which includes the brand name, model, price, 
local vendor, etc.) 

Regarding claim 2: Katcher discloses the limitations of claim 1 including 
further comprising receiving and storing advertising data that associates the 
selected item with a screen region and with interactive advertising content (see 
[cols. 1-2, II. 50-3] for receiving and storing annotation and mask data). 

Regarding claim 3: Katcher discloses all of the limitations of claim 2 
including wherein receiving the advertising data comprises receiving the 
advertising data encoded in a video signal that includes a video image of the item 
(see [col. 4, II. 34-48] for receiving the video image of the item). 

Regarding claim 5: Katcher discloses wherein the advertising data 
includes instructions for control of the display of interactive non-intrusive 
advertising content for the item (see [abstract], [col. 4, II. 34-48], [col. 1 1 , II. 34- 
67] for advertising data which includes instructions for display control). 

Regarding claim 6: Katcher discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 
further comprising: receiving one or more designation signals, wherein each 
designation signal represents an instruction to designate an item having 
associated non-intrusive interactive advertising content; responsive to receiving 
each designation signal, designating singly, as a currently designated item, each 
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of a multiplicity of items having associated non-intrusive interactive advertising 
content; wherein identifying the selected item comprises identifying as the 
selected item the currently designated item (see [fig. 1], [fig. 5], [col. 4, II. 34-48], 
[col. 12, II. 10-42], [col. 14, II. 22-32]). 

Regarding claim 7: Katcher discloses all of the limitations of claim 6 
including wherein designating singly each of a multiplicity of items further 
comprises logically designating an item and visually designating an item ( see 
[figs. 1a-1d], [fig. 5], [fig. 12, II. 10-42], [col. 14, II. 22-32] for visual and logical 
designations). 

Regarding claim 8: Katcher discloses all of the limitations of claim 7 
including wherein logically designating an item comprises setting a designation 
data element in advertising data for the item (see [abstract], [col. 4, II. 34-37], [fig. 
5], [fig. 12, II. 10-42], [col. 14, II. 22-32]). 

Regarding claim 9: Katcher discloses wherein visually designating an 
item comprises displaying descriptive text for the item (see [fig. 1] for descriptive 
text). 

Regarding claim 10: Katcher discloses all of the limitations of claim 7 
including wherein visually designating an item comprises changing a video 
display of the item (see [fig. 1], [col. 17, II. 64-2] for changing the appearance of 
the video display item). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katcher in 
view of Broadwin et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,929,850 (hereinafter Broadwin). 

Regarding claim 4: Katcher does is silent regarding wherein the 
advertising data is encoded in a digital data stream separate from a video signal 
and receiving the advertising data comprises receiving the data stream through a 
digital network. 

Broadwin teaches transmitting advertising data on a separate digital data 
stream (see [fig. 10] for a media server which transmits on a digital network; [col. 
3, II. 24-43], [col. 3, II. 62-64], [col. 6, II. 9-17], [col. 13, II. 13-30] for a media or 
web server which maintains advertising data content). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the communication system of Katcher 
by providing a means of transmitting additional advertisement content via a 
separate means of communication as taught by Broadwin in order to allow 
access to a greater selection of advertisement content not in the original program 
stream. 
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4. Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Katcher, in view of Wistendahl et al. U.S. Pre-Grant Pub. No. 2002/0056136 A1 
(hereinafter Wistendahl). 

Regarding claim 11: Katcher does not teach tracking a cursor position on 
the television screen, wherein identifying the selected item comprises identifying 
the selected item in dependence upon the cursor position when the selection 
signal is received. 

Wistendahl teaches the use of a mouse or other pointing device which is 
tracked to correlate the screen coordinates of the pointing device with what the 
user has selected (see [0015], [0016], [0042], [0067], [0088]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the methods of interacting with the 
items on the screen using a selection device as taught in Katcher by using a 
pointing device which can track screen coordinates as taught by Wistendahl in 
order to provide a more efficient means of selecting an item on the screen. 

Regarding claim 12: The combined teachings of Katcher, in view of 
Wistehdahl, teach wherein the identifying the selected item in dependence upon 
the cursor position further comprises determining whether the cursor position is 
within a screen region associated with the item (see [0015], [0016], [0042], 
[0067], [0088] for determining whether a pointing device or cursor is aimed at a 
hot spot (screen region associated with the item) or at positions of objects). 
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Regarding claim 13: The combined teachings of Katcher, in view of 
Wistehdahl, teach wherein the advertising content comprises a web page 
describing the item and offering an on-line sale of the item (see [0043], [0064] 
initiating an internet connection to a WWW service which offers an item for 
purchase). 

Regarding claim 14: The combined teachings of Katcher, in view of 
Wistehdahl, teach wherein displaying the associated non-intrusive interactive 
advertising content comprises downloading a web page from a remote web site 
identified in a link associated with the selected item (see [0043], [0064] where a 
web page can be downloaded through a link associated with a selected item). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Kitsukawa et al., U.S. Pre-Grant Pub. No. 2002/0059590 A1 - Kitsukawa 
teaches the concept of linking advertisements to program scenes received 
along with the TV program broadcast signal. 
In view of the arguments filed on November 25, 2008, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth above. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,239 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2423 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Thomas whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
5080. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

J. Thomas 
/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



